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Lively debate over kart engines

KART RACING year-old newcomer compared toa pull-start, centrifugal clutch, fan-
' Mc A “seasoned” 12-year-old. The -g?;edmoling-andan'integmtea |
preamble in the AKA rule book muffler.
for both these classes reads as The Yamaha engine requires a
KEN SEEBER follows: separate control muffler and, until
“Spirit and Intent. The purposeof  recently, was only allowed to runina
et this class s to teach young people to direct-drive format, making push-
Since the start of karting asa drive karts of restricted performance ~  starting mandatory. e
motorsport, children have been at limited cost.”  'Why would anyone bother with '
accepted as competitors as well as Both classes have been successful ~ the Yamaha when the Comer was so *
their parents, for karting, with many current senior much more convenient?
Intheeaﬂy%s,thena’tmml dnvershwmgmrtedkmnnga& .- Well, here’s the rub. Tha(lmﬁax‘“
controlling body of sprint karting, Midgets. < _canunlybemdmthede_wdmg_ =2
the Australian Karting Association Theallowahlepowerplam:sfarﬁe - requiring parents to sellitand then
(AKA)altered the thenexisting . Midget class are the Comer $80° =h;anamahaKTIDOImmmasthl'
Rookie class for agesseven to 12 years  engine from Italy and the Yamaha "-,_WAmbmsemtemtheRm;s L
to cater only for ages 10 to 12. KT100] (in a performance- restm:ted class, A new Comer engine in a kart ready for competition.
Atthe same time, it introduced the - format) from Japan. _ Atmemomgnt with the rise in
Lﬁdgetdﬂss catering for seven to Theyoﬁ“e:snmlarperﬁimzanoeun karting numbers, the consensus is ‘encouraging the use of ciutches for Combined with the fact that this
0-year-olds. - track but are quite different in their thatthe(hmengmexsthemym all classes, this will now provide the - engine can be used by senior drivers,
E 'I‘hereasonwastheblgdxfferencc design and application. Yamaha engine with a much greater it makes for an attractive option.
~ indriving ability between a seven- TheComerSEUenginehasarqu Hmwﬁhtheasmcmtmn level of convenience. Decisions, decisions. T
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